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Abstract

This project had the following objectives: firstly, to build understanding in
conservation and protection of the areas surrounding World Heritage Sites, dealing with and
adapting to climatic changes which may affect those sites. Secondly, the project aimed to
disseminate knowledge and know-how in fulfilling commitments of the World Heritage
Convention and to ensure that the World Heritage Sites maintain their outstanding universal

value by providing protection while adapting to climatic changes.

There were two types of project operations: 1. publications and 2. activities to

promote conservation potential of World Heritage Sites.

1. Publications 1.1 Documents were published containing collected data and study
findings regarding climatic changes around World Heritage Sites, indicators of climate change
and also the consequences of these changes on World Heritage Sites both within Thailand
and around the world. The introduction charted the climatic changes that have occurred
over the past decade which are classed as ascertained dangers or potential dangers, either
of which could affect the outstanding universal value (OUV) of World Heritage Sites. Also
reported were the effects suffered by World Heritage Sites in various countries, whether they
be natural, cultural or mixed sites. Recommendations, measures to be taken and suitable
approaches to conservation and protection of sites in adapting to climatic changes were
included. This was to ensure preservation of the sites' OUV, in line with low-carbon,
environmentally friendly economic and social development approaches. Two documents
emerged from this. The first was an official Thai translation of World Heritage Reports no. 22,

entitled 'Report on predicting and managing the impacts of climate change on World



Heritage and strategy to assist States Parties to implement appropriate management
responses’. The second was a document entitled The basics of climate change and World

Heritage'. 1500 volumes were published. Figure 1 shows the documents:

Figure 1: Documents on climate change

a. Translation of World Heritage Reports no. 22
b. Supplementary document entitled The basics of climate change and
World Heritage'

1.2 A bilingual volume in Thai and English entitled The World Heritage Convention'
was published, based on findings from the original English language version.

2. Activities to promote conservation potential of World Heritage Sites The

following activities were organised:

2.1 Youth camps were held 3 times, each camp enrolling 80 students, held at the following

places:

1) At the natural World Heritage Site of Dong Paya Yen - Khao Yai forest, Khao Yai
National Park, Nakorn Ratchasima province, from 4th - 6 thApril 2014



2) At Ranong Biosphere Reserve, a research station studying the development of

Andaman coast, from 25th - 27th April 2014

3) At the natural World Heritage Site of Dong Paya Yen - Khao Yai forest, Pang
Sida National Park, SaKaeo province, from pt - 3,d May 2014.

2.2 Training and knowledge dissemination events were held to foster understanding of ways
to carry out the actions laid down in the World Heritage Convention, in regard to registering
World Heritage Sites (including potential candidate sites to be put on the tentative list and
as fully fledged World Heritage Sites). Also covered was how to deal with and adapt to
climatic changes in the areas surrounding World Heritage Sites, in order to ensure their
protection and preservation of the sites' OUV. Two training sessions were held and were
aimed at those directly involved in implementing the World Heritage Convention, with 50

attendees per session, as follows:

1) Cultural heritage event promoting Wat Pra Maha Tat Woramahawiharn in
Nakorn Sri Thammarat province, consisting of a talk, an exhibition and related publications.
The event was held between 19th - 20th March 2014 at the Ubolchat Room, Twin Lotus

Hotel, Nakorn Sri Thammarat.

2) Training session in how to prepare to register a site as a World Heritage Site,
also dealing with handling and adapting to atmospheric changes in the areas surrounding
World Heritage Sites. The event consisted of a talk and accompanying publications and was
held on 30th July 2014 from 8.30am to 4.00pm at The Gallery conference room, Novotel

Bangkok on Siam Square, Bangkok.

After the implementation of this project, much-needed Thai language work has
been published on the effects of global warming on World Heritage Sites. Furthermore,
there have been training workshops held for young people living in the vicinity of World
Heritage Sites and biosphere reserves to buud understanding of the value of the sites and
the need to preserve their OUV. There has also been training of involved parties in how to

deal with and adapt to climate change.



