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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the BMA’s foreign affairs strategic repositioning
and the 5-year foreign affairs strategic plan. The researchers, therefore, studied and analyzed
today’s foreign affairs strategic position and role in international affairs of the BMA, as well as
the tackling global challenges, especially societal, economic, and geopolitical changes, the
problems of a new and global character, such as climate change crisis and COVID 19 pandemic
which increasingly influence city’s international relations. In addition, the researchers conducted
internal and external stakeholder engagement workshops both at policy and practice level for
collecting opinions, suggestions to develop the plan. Furthermore, Thailand's policies,
including Thailand's 20-Year National Strategy (2018 — 2037), the draft 13" National Economic
and Social Development Plan (2023 - 2027), the 20-Year Development Plan for Bangkok
Metropolis (2018 — 2037) (Revised Edition), and the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration Plan
in the ASEAN Context 2019 - 2025 are linked and accorded with this study. As a result of this
study, the BMA develops a direction to reposition the BMA’s foreign affairs strategic positioning
and the 5-year Foreign Affairs Strategic Plan in the Context of the Vibrant of Asia (2023 - 2027)
to direct the BMA’s foreign policy, as well as to enhance Bangkok's potential in foreign affairs
in supporting with the vision “Bangkok is the leading actor on the global stage”. Likewise,
the plan encourages the BMA to play a more proactive role by developing policies, plans, and
operation systems for BMA International Affairs and diplomatic protocols, strengthening
relations and collaboration among international cities, nurturing multicultural community
involvement and global citizenship, and professionalizing human resource and repositioning
organization driving the BMA international affairs to global standard. This will support the city
development in accordance with the 20-year Bangkok Metropolis Development Plan with
its vision for Bangkok to be “the Vibrant City of Asia” in the year 2032.
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